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Join us on the Cook Bison Ranch for an amazing lunch
and a very unique Pasture Walk to follow.

When: Thursday, June 17th 1
Lunch at 12:00 noon

Pasture Walk at 1:00 p.m.

Where: Cook s Bison Ranch
6165 S 550 E

Wolcottville, IN 46795 H
Topic: Rotational grazing of bison and native prair
grass

Note: To help cover expenses, lunch will cost $5. The me
includes a Bison Burger, chips, cookie, and drink. L

Please call the office at (260) 463471 x 3 no later than
Tuesday, June 15th, to RSVP for lunch I

J

If you would like a ride to and/or from the Juhe Pasture Walk, please gon

tact SWCD to make arrangements.

Post Driver Available for Rent post with a $25 ircounty or a $50 oubf-county deposi
(deposit deducted from total bill). Delivery and piak is

that fence youdve been e nRi§aspogsple g also haveimpemanted aS254gaypug
resources (that love to wander and seed various terrains f#fs OR $1.25/post policy, whichever is greater, in order
ti me of year). I n any c advwidtheppspaungder remaindgidles, f ence,
The LaGrange Co. Soil & Water Conservation District ha¥f ahterested, give us a call at (260) 48871 ext. 3 to chegk
postdriver available to rent. Cost of the rental is $1.25 peilability and schedule usage of the pdisver.

thereds a |l ot of work t o Caupty. Inorgestp previde ppsiiver uge joasn maﬂYipre

Yippee! The soil is warm! In LaGrange County, that me¥lf@ available for $25 each way, if you live within LaGrange
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under water, but
age ditch and since 2004, when Letascue, orchard grass, and red clove
M _ purchased the farm, Leon himself hast going to be grazed now because
ore than sixty peoplginstalled other conservation practic ;
showed up on the T2of May for Leopsuch as tiles. Leon said his dad us
Mast 6s farm past have fivenddférdat fields ahchveould
turn-out was most likely due to theate the cattle between them ever
forecast which predicted rain. Fortpweek to ten days.
nately for those attending the Walk
there wasndt much
very overcast. People gathered in
tool shed part of his large hoop bd
while waiting for the program to star

r a Everyonealdftthé leam arid L
tbainted out his watering line for h|sg
whai ry cows. He

e o n &ield 4@, acdnsistingg of alfaida
r!
la

fgravitative flow so he hopes every
thas boots on!
S.

entertained by an adorable pony an
beautiful landscape of rolling fielg

AN R
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year, Leon baled it and it was tough

With hilly terrain and gravelly uplan
soils on the Mast farm, soil erosi
could be a potential problem,
could tell already that Leon manages
land quite well. Happy dairy cow
grazed on a hill with a backdrop of ¢
ciduous trees that served as a b
We waited inside for the cue to le
more about his farm.

Once the van arrived, Martfmuestion on grazing, one person m

Franke welcomed everyone and m
tioned that he appreciated the go
turnout. This time, regular attends
John Belork got beat in distano#&

but o

uatetored feed and a couple people g

) We first came to field 1, consisbale. Leon is currently milking 33 co
Gng of a lush growth of forage peas, tifittnd has 11 heifers waiting on the o
rmale, and alfalfa, which was seeflside. Leon said we were standing g
MErch 20 of this year. Leon askedatbout four feet of muck, so we could
snyone knew when he should stafeel the earth shaking as both we &
@razing this forage or wet wrap it fpthe cattle were walking over th
aveund. He said that the hill used to
bsdven feet higher. His father mad
'shndpit and a watering hole but Le
thleed it in since and now it makes f
Fgeod sledding in winter!

good to graze ri
s upbeonddurciomwg ta
rsteint JereeCross, pnd Shorthorn kdady|
rdws. One attendee noted that they fa

suggestions. Leon wants to moldbo
plow this area (probably in June), &
sow sorghum sudan. In response to

gni oned t hat i tds
dfdor e the head pop
pbbeaf 6 state (whe
turns over like a flag). Either way, g

travetto-pasturewalk by a man

nice cows with well developgd

named Larry Yoder from Tennesg
Martin mentioned that the weathe
for | ast year 0 g
was miserabl e
This year we were thankful for t
grey skies because it brought a
of farmers together!

Dennis Wolheter gave 4
update for next
ference. So far, he said, we have a
plan and already have speakers lineg
like Karl Dallefield. The program w

once again feature a local farmer pamaght not be such a good idea.

discussion, and Jerry Miller from M
lersburg will give us a taste of Ohio g
speaker at next
ence.

a 2 hx ;

year 06s

udders and Leon said they hav
very little problems with diseage
4% (i.e. hardudder disease called mas
titis).

Leon deals with nitroge
fertility in this strip by growing
clover legumes. In other strips |h
uses a combination of cloven
n - chicken manure, and lime. This
area nextitootimeecows is itob wet ho
ever e ise a mandré dpreduer antd g
gaid that was why the grass was spgrs
in the spring. The other strip has a |o
more productivity so the manure majds
sa The attendees and Leon them substantial difference and perhap
wenato the next rfieddz iOm ghe wapatiaifaehelped yield high productivity fs
Leon said that he built the lane we weveell.

N

grazing
attendees

co

godéd t he
@ | | Wi th two 3

ling until flag leaf but with 10 acres

Martin then made his regul
announcements: the post driver is re
ily available so contact the office
youdd | i ke to re
servationist Fay Earnhart offered t
attendees a picture example of a con
vation cattle crossing that he recen
installed on a farm. He also mentio
that people can use 319 funds for p
tices like the cattle crossings. Al
mentioned were the usual pasture w
deals: Honeyville Feed will give $1
aloe juice, and Shipshe Wood Shavi
will give 10% off on everything tod
and every pasture walk day during 20
Martin then introduced Leon Mast ar
gave him the floor.

Leon thanked everyone f
coming to his farm and told of his fi
children, ages-9, who are a big he
with al./l of the
owned this land until 1992, when
sold the ground
acres of the 80 were once practic

\jeought forty pounds of Green Spirit a

walking on in 2006. The natural mugk
soil in this part of the farm is extremgly We then walked by a hill thg
stable. At one point duringthecdppr evi ously coul di
struction of the lane, the gravel trugkas tried fixing this problem by plow
hit a soft spat ont one sideDaf the dpecc it a cQupla times to try and loos
d laid over on its side. Above thisp t he hill ds ha
ck flat to the west is a high hjlhauled manure to this area one time.
khere a gravel pit was once located.
ed Field 6, consisting of corn, w
Lac- Despite the gravelly soil, Lepis ed t o fi | | up U
dias been able to get quite a nice croppgf rows left in the middle. He h
fRrage to grow there, providing the fafgpwn oats with a grain drill on Mard
wfith additional pasture land. 25. The end of this week, Leon plans
ngs pl owing down the

Ay Field 2, consisting of ryegrasis point) and cereal rye that he us
#md clover, had muck so the seeds hg¥ey cover crop and planting corn. G
drouble sticking when sown by broa 1sandy part of field 6, Leon said t
CaSting. Leon solved this prObIem bM]en he moved here there were abo
sowing with a no till drill, and puttind 300500 thorn apple trees. He dug ¢u
jhe seeds in at a little greater depth. |k larger ones with a skid loader gn

gntion _ NBurned them. The smaller ones he $ir
otilled it in. Most fields were sown ifply plowed out.

rthe dafl @f 2006. Leon adsg spwssalfpfar and p a
nwith a drill and is thankful to be able {gcontinued on next page)
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and volunteer turnips (which we
sown last fall). Leon thinks he put

S, east side of the field there is more alfgl
Y, and some of the alfalfa has brown sppt
which is probably from frost damage
is He seeded this area with about |1
Id pounds of alfalfa. Overall the field| i
nice and lush with about 1D 2 6|6

growth and has a mixture of orcharg
grass, red clover, and alfalfa.

After a comprehensive tour tl
attendees walked through fields

e
4

curved with the land so he realized
would be best to make the field sha
with the land which ended up as a h
acre pieshaped piece. In the past L
had too much of a problem with co
going down to the wrong area so he
alized the field is grazing worthy at
faster rate with disking rather th
plowing. Another great part abo
Leonds farm is h
to spread around and raise pH.

Field 9, consisting of cereal 1
sown after filling silo, has been graz
off twice. He plans on disking up th
2.5 acre area, putting sorghum suda
this summer and later a permanent g
ennial rye grass.

The attendees could feel t
ground shaking and came to look up
field 10 where we saw big beauti
Percheron horses and Percheron ¢
mul es staring ba
losophy on mules is that they are m
efficient than horsesnore work for les

fthe hay so Leon no tilled red clover| to

(ryegrass, red and white clover, chico
rand 5 (corn) to dry off in the barn.

d he

aid Awaiting us were delicious cif
lhamon rolls, chocolate chip/peanut b
der/shredded coconut cookies, hot ¢
tfee and cold soda. Dennis Wolhe
bantertained everyone with a good ja
naich is way too funny to put in pa
tméd eumdcavrs d yioud ¢
hgext wree). ILeon then told of his oth
30 acres half a mile down the road
another 12 acres of wood and pas
ghat he barters for use of hay bal

"y
with the shaking mucky ground whg
¢lde horses and mules ran. Leon sa
Brazed this area with dry cows. He s
omat bluegrass worked well but fres
ws did not milk well on it. He alg
teied plowing it but the ground just gq
bwer and lower. It is good for hors
owever. On a nearby hilltop, Leon

b ofree stall b a

btreeutd providez shedter Foi s gazi
livestock in the summer.

ye Then we walked through th
@oded area. Sometimes the c
iwander by these trees for shade

wiater from the heat of summer but they Overall, we are very thankfyl
@fo not graze. for Leonds comprle
farm. ltds quite

Field 8, consisting of alfalfa, reslich a great operation on a rolling t
helover, and orchard grass, was soweprain and keeps things organic at that!
@®08 but the cover crop oats suffocated

el

We look forward to hearin
rese if it would help. He put slop nfanore of his milk dairy operation in the
cnkire oa this ares and whérestioermarglkBUfeh i -
gpreader left tracks. This hay is slightly
staller because of the cow manure @nd

feed. The attendees were having

fueon plans on baling this later. On the

mof Bloat in Goats

1) Avoid moving animals to wet past
made the pasture drier.

3) If you have to graze your sheep/g

amount gradually.

Keep a watchful eye on your sheep/goats if they are at risk,
and be prepared to deal with the symptoms. The followingamef the steps you should take:

2) Do not give water to animals just before you put them on to wet pasture.

slowly for short periods (for an hour or two each day) and gradually increase the time. This is important to give the ru
men time to adjust to the new, lush forage. Even then, keep a watch on animals at pasture for signs of bloat.

4) Avoid rapid eating by hungry animals.

5) When you change feed, do it slowly. If you feed grain (concentrates), start with a small amount each day and increase

6) Keep water and salt available at all times

N

ure, especially first thing in the morning. Avoid frosted pasture. Wait until the sun ha:

oats on young, wet pasture, fill them up with dry hay first and introduce the new pasfur

-

N

Treatment of Severe Bloat
Swollen tight as a drum? You may need to

&-‘:C-

Treatment of Mild Bloat

A) Apply pressure to inflated stomach

B) Tie a stick in mouth
C) Massage throat

puncture the rumen.
A Only do this in SEVERE cases (prostrate an
near death) because the goat may die from infeq

\

A trocar and cannula can be stabbed into the

@ment of Intermediate Bloat

fi pass a small diameter rubber tube (max 1cm) down throat andl|in to puncture the rumen. Then insert a tube of
to stomach. I f you can smel l| t he| pagdplasfcagoutgmm diameter int theggleyt
dry bloat. I f not, itds problabl y| heipseteasggas This will also help prevent leak
Aifor frothy bloat, look in to|l odrlef% & rumen contentsinig ¢he reritgneum hat g
the stomach tube (i.e. sodium bicarbonate with water; vegetable would cause infection. After the gas is released
oil; PepteBismol, etc) anrely, pull th_e tube out an_d dlsmfec_t wound.

fi if one of the above methods worked, congratulations! Now feed fi Do not do this before getting more informa- |
the goat course dry hay to stimulate the rumen to contract. tion on where to puncture. :

rumen releasing the gas. TIME IS IMPORTAN
The animal has only minutes to live once it goe
down. It will be necessary to act quickly.

fi With no trocar and cannula, use a long, large
gauge vaccinating needle or a sharp pocket kni

tion , it may be necessary to puncture the rumery.
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